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State Aid

● Grows $1.7B education aid or 4.7%

● Changes data driving school Foundation Aid, or the state's direct funding formula for districts, to 

use data from the latest 2020 Census

● Amends the free and reduced price lunch metric to target economically disadvantaged students.

● At least a 2% increase for the 311 school districts (save harmless) that would not get an increase 

in aid under foundation aid formula proposal

● Does the formula take into consideration exponential growth of special education costs? SWD 

multiplier remained same in Governor’s rework of the formula 1.4%.

 



Impact on Lewiston-Porter Central Schools
2024-25 Foundation Aid current $10,609,213

2025-26 Foundation Aid 
under current law 
without save-harmless 

(new data /old formula) -0.19% $10,588,373

2025-26 Foundation Aid 
under Governor's 
proposal

(new data/new formula) +1.4% $10,753,951

2025-26 Foundation Aid 
under Governor's 
proposal with minimum

New data/ new 
formula/ 2% 
minimum

+2.0% $10,821,397

+$212,184



Overview of Proposed Changes
● Governor Hochul proposes updates to the Foundation Aid formula 

impacting poverty measures.
○ Old measures: Based on 2000 Census poverty data and 

free/reduced-price lunch eligibility.
○ New measures: Updated poverty data, increasing the district’s 

"Extraordinary Needs Count" by 1.9%.



Impact on Lewiston-Porter Central Schools
● Without the proposed 2% minimum increase, the district 

would receive only a 1.4% increase in Foundation Aid for 
2025-26 due to poverty measure changes.

● With the 2% minimum guarantee, the district benefits from 
an additional $68,000 over what the formula would otherwise 
generate.



Detailed Financial Impact
● Baseline for 2024-25: Aid received by the district serves as the comparison 

point.
● Formula Aid for 2025-26 without the update: Projected to decrease by 

$11,000, placing the district in "save-harmless" status.
● Impact of new poverty measures: Adds approximately $165,000 to 

formula aid compared to 2024-25.
● Guaranteed 2% minimum increase: Raises aid by an additional $68,000 

over formula projections.



Broader Considerations
● The proposed update in poverty measures benefits the district but 

may result in significant cost adjustments statewide.
● A potential increase in the “Foundation Amount” (per-pupil 

funding base) could significantly help the district but would involve 
higher state-level expenditures as it impacts all districts.



Key Takeaways
● The district benefits from the updated poverty measures, particularly through the Extraordinary 

Needs Count increase.
● The 2% minimum aid increase ensures a financial cushion for 2025-26.
● Advocacy for further increases in the Foundation Amount could provide additional long-term 

benefits.
● Proposal does not touch other aid categories and does not change how Special Education students 

are counted
○ The Selected TAFPU (Total Aidable Foundation Pupil Units) is based on Average Daily 

Membership (ADM) including dual enrollment plus additional weightings for: students 
with disabilities (including dual enrolled SWD) at 1.41, summer school at 0.12 and 
declassification pupils at 0.50

● No change to: 
● High Cost Excess Cost aid - High Cost expenditures, for students with disabilities 

attending public schools or BOCES
● Private Excess Cost aid - Private Excess Cost Aid is for public school students 

attending private schools for students with disabilities
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Questions/Comments


